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The Perils of Reckless DiscoYer\ 

Attempting to create a ³neZ species,´ Victor Frankenstein Yiolates societal norms and the 

limits of human nature, poisoning the notion of Zestern purit\ and disrupting his domestic 

affections (Shelle\ 42). His obsession Zith reckless discoYer\ has consequences Zhich parallel 

British imperialism¶s irresponsible e[ploration and its lasting repercussions. In Mar\ Shelle\¶s 

FUaQkeQVWeiQ ​, Victor¶s scientific e[ploration functions as a metaphor for British imperialist 

e[ploration, uncoYering the adYerse effects of reckless discoYer\ adulterating Zestern purit\ and 

domestic affections. 

Mar\ Shelle\ Zrote ​FUaQkeQVWeiQ ​during the Georgian Era, a period Zhen British societ\ 

had stringent societal norms defining the limitations of gender roles, outsider influence, religious 

attitudes, and science. Particularl\, the upper class religiousl\ abided b\ these unspoken norms to 

maintain a pristine and uniform image. For e[ample, upper-class Zomen had the sole dut\ of 

bearing children and raising them; eYer\thing else²including education and social life²Zas 

secondar\. HoZeYer, Zith the rise of industriali]ation came the emergence of the middle class, 

Zhich sought to emulate the social customs of the upper class (Vaija\anti). As a result of social 

assimilation, much of Georgian societ\ shared Yalues of propriet\, censorship, and British 

superiorit\ thus coining the term ³Zestern purit\´ (Abbasi and Alire]a). The ideas of Zestern 

purit\ coincide Zith those of domestic affection, the familial relationships that establish the 
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fundamentals of societ\. In addition, neZ contradictions betZeen science and religion 

engendered fear into societ\ (Mathes), catal\]ing the condemnation of science and reinforcing 

Zestern purit\. Consequentl\, scientific discoYer\ Zas mainl\ limited to astronom\ (Allen) or 

used as a form of entertainment for the upper class (Mathes). 

Some argue that the British Regime¶s aggressiYe stance on imperialism ultimatel\ tainted 

Zestern purit\ and British domestic affections. The loss of the American colonies heightened 

British imperialist efforts; the regime sent more Yo\ages than eYer before to discoYer neZ lands 

and raZ materials (³An Introduction...´). HoZeYer, Michelle LeY\ argues that these enthralling 

quests into the unknoZn threatened Zestern purit\ and domestic affections. The thrill of 

imperialist discoYer\ enticed countless men aZa\ from their domestic duties and instead become 

colonial e[plorers. While these men sought neZ lands, their British cultures mi[ed Zith foreign 

influences to deYelop h\brid identities. As the men returned from colonial quests, their h\brid 

identities²impure Zith foreign influence²Zould adulterate the tranquilit\ of Zestern purit\. To 

make matters Zorse, most men Zould perish from disease or become lost at sea. As children lost 

their fathers, ZiYes lost their husbands, and mothers lost their sons, these reckless discoYeries 

seYerel\ impacted British domestic affections. While the British Regime continued to support 

imperialism for economic gain, the\ neglected its adYerse effects on Zestern purit\ and the 

erosion of British domestic affections (LeY\).  

Paralleling British imperialist e[ploration, Victor¶s scientific e[ploration Zith life 

engenders a h\brid identit\, as he blurs the societal definition of human nature and adulterates 

Zestern purit\ in the process. Victor¶s e[treme deYotion to his scientific endeaYor to create life 

from the lifeless completel\ enthralls him. Speaking of his e[citement, Victor raYes about 
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creating a neZ being: ³A neZ species Zould bless me as its creator and source; man\ happ\ and 

e[cellent natures Zould oZe their being to me´ (Shelle\ 42). The religious diction used to 

describe Victor¶s ³neZ species,´ Zhich Zould name him as its ³creator,´ shatters the societal 

distinction betZeen human and diYine nature. This Yiolation of cultural norms elicits Victor¶s 

h\brid identit\ of man and God, poisoning the concept of Zestern purit\ in the process. Again, 

Victor progresses this motif of h\brid identities as he blurs the boundaries betZeen man and 

Zoman. Describing his laborious efforts to create life, Victor mentions hoZ ³Winter, spring, and 

summer, passed aZa\ during [his] labours´ (Shelle\ 44). The summation of time in Zinter, 

spring, and summer totals nine months²the same duration of pregnanc\. Additionall\, the 

diction choice of ³labours´ has strong connotations relating to childbirth, suggesting that Victor 

has birthed his oZn creation. Through this manner, Victor inYalidates the societal truth that both 

man and Zoman are needed to conceiYe life, Zhile also nullif\ing God¶s role in creation. Victor 

displa\s his h\brid identit\ b\ absorbing the characteristics of motherhood, Yiolating the cultural 

norms of Georgian Zomen, thus poisoning Zestern purit\. Furthermore, Victor¶s science 

e[periment of birthing life to a grotesque creature²in a societ\ that denounces 

science²highlights the e[tent to Zhich he Yiolates Zestern purit\. Victor¶s reckless discoYer\ 

poisoning Zestern purit\ parallels British imperialism¶s imprudent e[ploration causing an 

adulteration of Zestern purit\.  

While obsessed Zith his creature¶s gestation, Victor completel\ loses familial ties, 

illustrating the e[tent of damage that reckless discoYer\ causes on domestic affections. Victor 

finall\ achieYes a result from his obsession to discoYer a neZ species Zhen the creature comes to 

life. Frightened and oYerZhelmed, Victor tries to sleep. NeYertheless, he is onl\ further terrified 
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b\ a dream featuring ³Eli]abeth in the bloom of health´ transition into ³the corpse of [his] dead 

mother in [his] arms´ (Shelle\ 46). The adYerse effects of Victor¶s e[periment catal\]e a 

disruption of the domestic affections of his relationships Zith his mother and Eli]abeth, tZo 

prominent female figures in his life. Additionall\, the image of a liYel\ ³bloom´ shifts to one of 

³graYe-Zorms,´ highlighting the e[treme life to death effects that Victor¶s reckless discoYer\ 

holds on his domestic affections (Shelle\ 46). In contiguit\, ClerYal¶s encounter Zith Victor 

accentuates the e[tent to Zhich Victor¶s domestic affections haYe been impacted. After seeing a 

flustered Victor, ClerYal orders Victor to restore order in his life b\ Zriting to his father and 

cousin Zho are ³uneas\ at [his] long silence´ (Shelle\ 51). The pursuit of Victor¶s reckless 

discoYer\ distracts him from keeping domestic relationships Zith his father and cousin, 

prominent male figures in his life. Further, ClerYal eYen mentions that Victor¶s cousin Zrote to 

him, but Victor fails to eYen notice the gesture (Shelle\ 51). Victor¶s scientific discoYer\ not 

onl\ distracts him from relationships, but it commandeers his life to disregard an\ domestic 

affections. Pairing the tZo aforementioned e[amples e[emplifies hoZ Victor¶s scientific 

discoYer\ has in turn completel\ eroded his domestic affections, cutting ties Zith both the men 

and Zomen in his life. Victor¶s disruption of domestic affections from reckless discoYer\ 

functions as a metaphor for British societ\¶s breach of domestic affections resultant of 

imperialist e[pedition. The adYerse effects of unregulated e[ploration²Zhether scientific or 

colonial²on domestic affections onl\ surface once the relationships haYe alread\ been 

impacted.  
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Academic Integrit\ Pledge 

In completing this assignment, I haYe adhered to the standards of academic integrit\ set forth in 

the Jesuit handbook and in our class. I haYe done m\ oZn Zork in preparing for and Zriting this 

assignment, I haYe not included an\ un-cited secondar\ source material, and I haYe not giYen and 

Zill not giYe a cop\ of m\ Zork to an\one else for an\ reason. 
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